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CONFIDENTIAL PEKING 0939 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT PFOR SOPN CH US 

SUBJ: REFERENCE NEWS HANDLING OF PUBLICATION OF MAO'S VOLUME 
FIVE 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY. HALF OF THE APRIL 17 ISSUE OF REFERENCE NEWS 
IS DEVOTED TO FOREIGN PRESS ARTICLES ON PUBLICATION OF VOLUME 
FIVE OF MAO TSE-TUNG'S SELECTED WORKS. SEVERAL ARTICLES 
THEORIZE THAT VOLUME FIVE MAY BE VIEWED AS A GUIDE TO POST-MAO 
POLICY AND ONE ARTICLE HIGHTLIGHTS MAO'S PREDICTION THAT 
SINO-SOVIET RELATIONS WOULD WORSEN AND SINO-US RELATIONS 
IMPROVE IN COMING YEARS. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE APRIL 17 ISSUE OF THE PRC RESTRICTED-CURCULATION DAILY 
FOREIGN PRESS COMPILATION REFERENCE NEWS (TSAN-KAO HSIAO-HSI) 
HIGHTLIGHTS PUBLICATION OF VOLUME FIVE OF MAO TSE-TUNG S 
SELECTED WORKS. APPLAUDING ITSELF, THE PAPER LEADS OFF ON 
PAGE ONE WITH MAO'S DIRECTIVE ON POPULARIZING REFERENCE NEWS, 
PUBLISHED OPENLY FOR THE FIRST TIME IN VOLUME FIVE. 

OTHER ARTICLES - AND NEARLY EVERY WESTERN NEWS SERVICE BASED 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PEKING 00939 100633Z 

IN PEKING IS REPRESENTED - ARE VARIATIONS ON A COMMON THEME: 

"BY ANALYZING HOW THE WORKS FROM 1949 TO 1957 ARE COMPILED 
AND ANNOTATED, IT WILL PERHAPS BE POSSIBLE TO GAIN SOME 
CLUES FOR UNDERSTANDING IN WHAT DIRECTION THE POST-MAO 
CHINESE LEADERS PLAN TO TAKE THE COUNTRY." (FROM ROSS 
MUNRO'S ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR.) 

MUNRO AND MOST OTHER JOURNALISTS DEVOTED CONSIDERABLE SPACE 
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TO DESCRIPTIONS OF THE CROWD SCENE IN FRONT OF PEKING BOOK 
STORES, ALL DUTIFULLY TRANSLATED AND PRINTED BY REFERENCE 
NEWS. BUT MUNRO'S OBSERVATION THAT THIS SEEMINGLY GENUINE 
ENTHURIASM WAS A MARKED CONTRAST TO THE NORMAL PASSIVITY AND 
CYNICISM OF THE PEKING CITIZENRY WAS DELETED. 

3. REFERENCE NEWS ALSO CARRIES A JIJI ITEM ON VOLUME FIVE 
UNDER THE PROMINENT HEADLINE "CHAIRMAN MAO IN 1957 SPEECH 
PREDICTED SINO-SOVIET OPPOSITION AND SINO-AMERICAN DRAWING 
NEARER." THE ARTICLE NOTES THAT "THE FACT THAT THIS SPEECH 
WAS INCLUDED IN THE BOOK INDICATES THAT CHAIRMAN HUA WILL 
CONTINUE CHAIRMAN MAO'S LINE IN FOREIGN RELATIONS WITH REGARD 
TO THE USSR AND THE US" (I.E. POOR RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIETS, 
BETTER RELATIONS WITH THE US). 

DEAN 
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